
This is a bittersweet moment for 
me as this will be my final article 
written for the Barker as my 

term is coming to an end.  I am leaving 
my duties in the capable hands of Sue 
Davis, who I have no doubt will be a 
great Commodore.   I am fortunate to 
have had a successful year only because 
of the support of so many people, and I 
would like to take this opportunity to 
acknowledge them.
 To my fellow officers and board 
members, thank you for all of your sup-
port this past year.  Every one of you at 
some point was willing to listen and 
offer me your support on various issues.  
You had my back, and for that I am 
grateful.
 I would like to thank the many 
event chair person(s) for overseeing all of 
the get-togethers held at the Yacht Club 
throughout the summer months.  These 

events ran smoothly because of their 
hard work and perseverance.  I also 
want to thank any and all Birch Lake 
residents that volunteered their time to 
help out at these events when it was 
needed.  It takes a village, or in this case 
a lake community.
 A huge thank you goes out to Phil 
Vitale, our Barker guru for all of his 
hard work in compiling, editing, secur-
ing advertisers and making sure every-
one meets the deadline for publication (I 
will miss the Monday morning tickler) 
and to the Niezgodski family for pickup 
and delivery of the weekly paper to the 
various delivery people, and to those 
delivery people who make sure that the 
Barker is delivered to every home 
around the lake.  

The Birch Barker will consider ads and editorial items for publication.  E-mail items to onlinebarker@gmail.com, mail them (or put them in the stone mailbox to)   
63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore).  For editorial contact Editor Phil at onlinebarker@gmail.com, or at 476-1680 (no text).  For delivery concerns 

contact Ron Niezgodski, birchbass1@gmail.com or 476-9317. For all other matters contact Commodore Deb Hall, at  debber-
shall@gmail.com or 219-765-8691. DEADLINE is always Noon on the Tuesday of the week before the publication.

Aug. 26  Fall Dinner & BLYC 
     Annual Meeting, , details tba
Aug. 26 Junior Sunfish Fleet races, 11 am
Sept 2, 3 Labor Day Regatta, 
     (Sept 4 rain date), 11 am
Sept. 9 Sailing awards 
    luncheon, Yacht Club, 1 pm
Sept. 30 Crockpot challenge, 
     details inside
July 6, 2024 - FIREWORKS

BLYC Board Meetings
Last meeting: Sept. 9

BLYC Board meetings begin at 9 am

2023/4
Birch Lake Calendar

BLYC, Facebook and other social media
 The Birch Lake Yacht Club DOES NOT have a Facebook page nor is it participating in any form 
of social media.  If you see Birch Lake Yacht Club information on any social media, the information 
has not been provided, checked or approved by the BLYC, and may be incorrect or misleading. If you 
have questions or concerns, please check http://www.philvitale.com/Barker/BirchBarker.htm, or con-
tact any BLYC director or officer (see “officer and director” information in any edition of the Barker).

T h e  o f f i c i a l  s u m m e r  p u b l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e
B i r c h  L a k e  Y a c h t  C l u b

Aug. 26,
2023

The
Weekend

Of 

http://www.philvitale.com/Barker/BirchBarker.htm

Commodore’s 
Comments

Thanks to Good Patti Russwurm (north shore) for the “twofer” pic of a couple of bald eagles in a tree by Ione St. (the road 
leading to the Yacht Club) last week.



 Thank you to our residents who 
serve on the Water Quality Committee 
namely Paul Fallon, Terry Dugan, Bruce 
Wagner, Jen Ball, Cindy Bernaciak, Pat 
Welch, Rick Russwurm and Ron 
Niezgodski.  These volunteers gather 
water samples, look for invasive species, 
conduct tests and make all residents 
aware of ongoing issues. Their work 
insures that Birch Lake will remain the 
beautiful, idyllic retreat for our genera-
tion and for generations to come.  Kevin 
and Cindy Bernaciak stepped up by sell-
ing 50/50 tickets at several functions to 
raise funds to support our water quality 
efforts and I thank them for their time.
 A thank you goes out to Steve Frew, 
our BLYC Fleet Captain who has done a 
great job to promote sailing on Birch, 
along with his course setters Vic Jones 
and Tom Cassady and the Committee 
Boat crew of Bad Patty Luecht, Patti 
Russwurm, Ron Niezgodski, Bill Butler 
and Karen Brovold.  I also want to 
thank Bob and Leslie King for bringing 
back the annual Don Harman Kidz 
Regatta, giving our kids an opportunity 
to experience the art of sailing.
 Thanks to my handy hubby Bud, 
who performed jobs around the building, 
such as opening the building this spring 
with the help of Tom Rogers and Bill 
Butler, fixing a leaky sink, repairing the 
outside deck, replacing the BLYC sign-

— Birch Lake Notes —

Thomas J. 
Mosier

Waterwell
Drilling

5” Water Wells

Repair & Service 
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

M-60 E
Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008

“available”

  Ready - Set - Medicare!Ready - Set - Medicare!
Turning 65?  I Can Help!
PMedicare Advantage
PMedicare  Supplement
PPrescription Drug Plans
PMultiple Insurance Companies

I CAN HELP! I CAN HELP! 
New to Medicare? Free Consultation!New to Medicare? Free Consultation!

Medicare Medicare // Health / Small Group  Health / Small Group // Life / Supplemental Life / Supplemental

TO DO LIST!
¢ Call Ashly 3 months 
before turning 65 to 
discuss your enroll-
ment in Medicare Parts 
A & B
¢ Avoid Penalties! If 
over 65, ask employer 
for proof of insurance.
¢ Watch for your new 
Medicare card to arrive 
in the mail.

Keep This List!
Ashly Connaughton

Licensed Insurance Agent
(269) 312-1410
awelch@HealthMarkets.com

Let’s Talk!  Over-the-phone 
appointments welcome! 

No cost!
No obligation! 803 CR 6 East, Suite B, Elkhart, IN 46514

Birch Lake Yacht Club 
WATER QUALITY 
CONTRIBUTIONS 

Contribute now with a click at:
https://store.birchlakeyachtclub.com

To donate for WATER QUALITY or any 
BLYC activity or event, use the form in the back of 

this week’s Barker or visit the website above

TO DATETO DATE

57%57%**
PERCENT
 OF BIRCH 

LAKE 
HOMES 

(134134 HOMES) 
HAVE 

DONATED
 TO THE 
WATER 

QUALITY 
FUND

We’ve still 
got a way

to go!

$121.00$121.00
AVERAGE 
AMOUNT 

PROVIDED 
PER BIRCH 

LAKE 
HOUSEHOLD 

TO DATE
(UPDATED 

Aug 21)

*percentage 
and average 

based on 
234 homes

GOAL GOAL 
100%100%

Birch Lake Yacht Club 
FIREWORKS FUND 

Our goal for 2024 is  
$15,775  

Contribute now with a click at:
https://store.birchlakeyachtclub.com

Updated
Aug 21, 2023

$15,775GOAL

$2741
To donate for 

FIREWORKS 
or any BLYC activi-
ty or event, use the 
form in the back of 
this week’s Barker 
or visit the website 

above



post and relocating it to a more visible 
place and for being my biggest supporter 
during my year as Commodore.
 I apologize if I have forgotten to 
mention anyone as it was not my inten-
tion.  Going forward, be generous, be 
kind, show compassion, spread love and 
joy and remember, the sun always 
shines on Birch Lake, even on a cloudy 
day.

~Commodore Deb

Crockpot Challenge
 The 2023 Crockpot Challenge will 

be September 30 at the BLYC.  Again 
this year there will be two categories: 
Savory and Sweet. Prizes will be given 
for each category.  
 Entries will allowed in at 5:30 pm. 
Tasting will begin at 6. 
 There will be a basket raffle, and 
50/50 drawing to benefit our Water 
Quality. 
 This year, we will again sponsor a 
food drive for the Food Bank of Cass 
County. Please contribute with non-per-
ishable foods. Let’s help our community!

~Sandy & Phil

— Birch Lake Notes —

Satori Guest House
11979 M60

Jones, MI 49061
airbnb.com/h/satoriguesthouse

Satori Guest Cottage
11987 M60

Jones, MI 49061
airbnb.com/h/satoricottage

Only 7 minutes away from 
Swiss Valley Ski Lodge.

Owners – Kevin & Buffy Mallo
“All the little touches matter”

*Both properties are adjacent to 
each other and may be rented 

together for larger parties.

Come check out our new and used boat inventory today! New and Come check out our new and used boat inventory today! New and 
Used Avalon pontoons are available for you to view, Moomba and Used Avalon pontoons are available for you to view, Moomba and 

Supra boats are always exciting to check out, Mercury motors, Supra boats are always exciting to check out, Mercury motors, 
marine parts, boat accessories, and a variety of docks and lifts are marine parts, boat accessories, and a variety of docks and lifts are 

all in stock. We also store hundreds of boats each year so we’re all in stock. We also store hundreds of boats each year so we’re 
sure to have something for every boater’s needssure to have something for every boater’s needs

YOGA at the YACHT CLUB
n 9 -10:15 am August 19, 24, 31*
n $5 fee goes to water quality
n Most Thursdays, some Saturdays
Bring: 
n yoga mat, two beach
n towels or blankets for Yoga 
Nidra Shavasana (the YC is cold 
& cold floor, body temp will drop)
n A pillow or two for under the 
knees and head
n An eye pillow or scarf to block 
light

*Yoga will continue in September 
and possibly fall/winter in the home 
of Claudia Phipps. If you are inter-
ested email Claudia Phipps at clau-
dia2154@gmail.com and you will be 
added to a weekly email notification.



NOW HIRING FULL AND PART TIME POSITIONS Pat McGann, Birch Lake Resident, East Side

Fleet Captain’s Corner

 Last Sunday was good for ped-
al boats ... 
 With sailing canceled again due to lack 
of wind, and glassy smooth water on Birch 
Lake last Sunday morning, the coolest boat 
went pedaling by our pier.  A dad and his 
small child were on a fluorescent orange 
pedal kayak with an outrigger and a mast 
that had a sail.  But with no wind, the sail 
was furled up and the dad was pedaling 
along, while the child hopped about happily 
on the trampoline.  So if current Sunday 
wind trends continue, maybe all of us MC 
and Sunfish sailors can start a BLYC Pedal 
Kayak Fleet instead!  
 SW Michigan Interlake Regatta at 
Corey Lake a big success!:  Last Saturday, 
three Birch Lake Sailors traveled to Corey 
Lake for the first SW Michigan Interlake 
Regatta held there since 1985. We wanted 
to see how it was done, in preparation for 
possibly hosting the event here at Birch 
Lake in 2024.  Our friendly and generous 
hosts at Corey Lake brought it off without 
a hitch.  Sailors came from Grand Rapids, 
Indianapolis, Eagle Lake, Indian Lake, 
Gull Lake, and Birch Lake. Everything 
was well organized, well prepared and well 
staffed.  The wind cooperated, the starting 
horn went off and soon 28 beautiful MC’s 
with white sails were tacking back and 
forth into the wind and across each others’ 
paths, on a long course almost the entire 

length of Corey Lake.  What a thrill!  There 
were two races before a delicious shore 
lunch, two more races after lunch, and an 
early evening awards ceremony.  Corey 
Lake hometown hero Bill Farabaugh won 
first place against stiff competition.  Barb 
Cassady and her sister-in-law Amy Cas-
sady Holdeman did the best of our Birch 
Lake contingent, but we were all way back 
in the pack.  I edged out Pat McGann and 
his friend Kelly Davis Wilson in the “best 
of the worst” category. Everyone got a long-
sleeve T-shirt and a waterproof phone case, 
along with other swag.  Most importantly, 
lots of fun and camaraderie!
 Junior Sunfish Fleet races, Satur-
day, August 25 at noon:  Tom Cassady will 
have a race course set up for our Junior 
Sunfish Fleet races on Saturday, August 
25.  Races will start at noon, so kids should 
plan to be near the starting line 15 minutes 
early.  Life jackets required!  Anybody who 
wants to sail in this event but doesn’t have 
a Sunfish, please let us know! 
 Sailing Awards Luncheon, Satur-
day, September 9, 2023 at 1 pm, is now 
moved to the BLYC Yacht Club:  (Notre 
Dame plays away at NC State.)  All past, 
present or future Course Setting Boat, 
Committee Boat, Rescue Boat personnel 
or Sailors; and actually all BLYC members 
who would like to attend are welcome!  And 
that includes all Kidz Regatta and Junior 

Sunfish Fleet kids and their families!  
Everybody is welcome!  Sandwiches and 
beverages will be provided.  Please bring 
an appetizer or a dessert.  Please RSVP.  
Looking forward to seeing you all there!

~ F.C. Steve

Last Sunday ... not a good sailing day

                        BLYC JUNIOR SUNFISH FLEET  
                                    12:00 NOON 
                      SATURDAY, AUGUST 26, 2023 
  
                SUNFISH SAILBOAT RACES FOR KIDS  
                    ON A REAL (SHORTER) COURSE!!! 
 
                          LIFE JACKETS REQUIRED 
               BRING A SUNFISH OR ASK US FOR ONE 



Serving you forServing you for
over 30 years!over 30 years!

BirCh lake sailing
BLYC sailing results & season standings to date

Date ..............................................8/13 ............ 8/13 ...............8/13 ..........................Total  ........................Point ..................Races ...................%
Race .............................................. 15 ................16 ..................17 ......................... Points ....................Average .............Finished ...... Finished
MC Scow/Sailor ...................................... Total MC Races = 17 ...................................................................................
Scott Troeger  #1489 ..................... 4 ..................1 ....................1 .......................... 26416 .................... 1553.88 ..................17 ...................100
Barb Cassady #2506 .................... 1 ..................5 ....................2 .......................... 25962 .................... 1527.17 ..................17 ...................100
Bob King  #1199 ............................ 2 ..................6 ....................3 .......................... 12704 .....................1411.55 ...................9 ...................... 52
Patrick Welch #1979 ..................... 5 ..................2 ....................4 .......................... 16888 .................... 1407.33 ..................12 ..................... 70
Phil Vitale  #500 ............................. 3 ..................3 ....................6 .......................... 21924 .................... 1370.25 ..................16 ..................... 94
Bill Luecht  #1579 .......................... 7 ..................4 ....................5 .......................... 18963 ..................... 1354.5 ...................14 ..................... 82
Steve Frew #656 ........................... 6 ..................8 ....................7 .......................... 19551 .................... 1221.93 ..................15 ..................... 88
Sandy Vitale #2159 ....................... 8 ..................7 ....................8 .......................... 16746 .....................1196.14 ..................14 ..................... 82
Amber Grundy #1173 ................. DNS ............DNS ..............DNS ........................ 3606 ........................1202 ......................3 ...................... 17

Sunfish/Sailor ........................................ Total Sunfish Races = 17 .............................................................................
Rick Russwurm ............................. 1 ..................1 ....................1 .......................... 26497 .................... 1558.64 ..................17 ...................100
Stewart Spratt ................................ 2 ..................2 ....................2 .......................... 13926 .................... 1547.33 ...................9 ...................... 52
Pat McGann ................................... 4 ..................3 ....................3 .......................... 21230 .................... 1415.33 ..................15 ..................... 88
Bob Niezgodski ............................. 3 ..................5 ....................4 .......................... 22019 .................... 1376.18 ..................16 ..................... 94
Herb Cleveland .............................. 5 ..................4 ....................5 .......................... 13473 ..................... 1347.3 ...................10 ..................... 58
Camille Butler ................................ 6 ..................6 ....................6 .......................... 21768 .......................1280 .....................17 ...................100
Amy Troeger ............................... DNS ............DNS ..............DNS ........................ 7299 ...................... 1459.8 ....................5 ...................... 29
Bob King ..................................... DNS ............DNS ..............DNS ........................ 2888 ........................1444 ......................2 ...................... 11
Connor Caplis ............................. DNS ............DNS .................7 ........................... 1156 .........................1156 ......................1 ........................ 5
Pete Soldato ............................... DNS ............DNS ..............DNS ........................ 3121 ...................... 1560.5 ....................2 ........................ 1
Bill Butler ..................................... DNS ............DNS ..............DNS ........................... 0 ...............................0 .........................3 ...................... 17

DNS (Did Not Sail) does not count against season score, however sailor must complete 2/3 of races to qualify for season
DNF (Did Not Finish) DSQ (Disqualified) scores as last place (if 5 boats started the race, you will be scored as 5th place).
DNF, DSQ not counted toward minimum number of races needed
CB - sailor who serves on Committee Boat receives their season average place as of that date - counted toward season total.
Season Points are awarded on Square of 40 system (1st = 40 squared = 1600, 2nd = 39 squared, etc.)
Season Place = total season points/number of races attempted
Crew - Counted toward completed races, Points go to skipper of boat

Home watch/property checks
Summer home opening

Closing/winterizing
Maintenance

Repairs
Small projects

Short term vacation rental 
Maintenance services

Infinity Home Services, LLC
269-259-1127
jim@infinitymichiana.com

http://www.infinitymichiana.com



 It’s time to review with you our 
Commandment # 5, “Thou Shalt Not 
Allow Phosphorus, Nutrients and other 
Chemicals to Enter Our Lake.”
 Phosphorus is a chemical element re-
quired for all forms of life, necessary for 
every cellular process that uses energy.  
It is used most extensively in fertilizer. 
It is the “limiting factor” in many, and 
particularly in aquatic, ecosystems. This 
means it is the variable in which a small 
change in the quantity of phosphorus 
DIRECTLY CAUSES A SUBSTANTIAL 
CHANGE in the output (growth) of the 
system (plants and algae.)
 While virtually all nutrients are 
considered to be undesirable, preventing 
or the reducing the volume of phos-
phorus getting into an inland lake is 
commonly held to be the SINGLE MOST 
SIGNIFICANT FACTOR in preserving, 
or advancing, the water quality of inland 
lakes.
 Due to its depth and limited inlets 
and outlets, it takes some 15 years to 
drain and replenish all the water in 
Birch Lake.  Whatever we let, or gets, 
into our lake will be there for a very long 
time. So our need to ward off the entry 
of phosphorous, and other undesirable 
elements, is crucially acute.  Accordingly, 
we ask that you:

1) Consider not using any fertilizer on 
your property
2) If you must fertilize, please:
 A. Do so only once per year, in as 
small a quantity, and as far away   
  from the shoreline, as possible.
 B. Make sure the fertilizer con-
tains no phosphorus
 C. Recall that the other nutrients 
in fertilizer are undesirable also.
3) Shovel and load out ashes.
4) Don’t allow leaves or other vegeta-
tion to get into the lake.
5) Bear in mind that anything left on 
the surface within our watershed will  
 eventually get into the lake.
6) Pick up and properly dispose of ani-
mal waste.
7) Don’t feed any wildlife, particularly 
not ducks, swans, or geese.
8) Between your lawn and shoreline 
plant a barrier strip, as wide as possible, 
of deeply rooted native plants at least 12” 
- 24” tall to minimize erosion and catch 
undesirable elements from entering the 
water. [This barrier strip may also help 
discourage geese from entering, and 
making deposits upon, your lawn area.] 
9) Consider not using any weed killer 
or other chemicals on your property. If 
you must, please do so in limited quan-
tities, away from the lake and not on a 

windy day or before a rain event.
 10) Recall that natural shorelines 
are one of our very best bets at limiting  
 phosphorus in our lake.
PLEASE PASS THE WORD

THE SIX COMMANDMENTS OF 
BIRCH LAKE WATER QUALITY

I.  Thou shalt prevent the spread of  Aquatic 
Invasive Species (AIS).
II.  Thou shalt minimize surface runoff.
III. Thou shalt minimize the effects of waves.
IV. Thou shalt protect and expand   Natural 
Shorelines.
V. Thou shalt not allow phosphorus, nutrients, 
and other undesirable chemical elements to 
enter our  lake.
VI. Thou shalt remain informed and active about 
other Water Quality  issues

— Water Quality Report —
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69608 Sunset Blvd Zimmyville (Union), Michigan

ZIMMY’S TAVERN
(269) 641-5317

http://www.zimmystavern.com

Normally Open 
7 days/wk

11 am to Midnight

music, cold beer, 

lots of fun!
Daily food

specials, 

Carry Outs available

PRINTING,
MARKETING &
SIGN SERVICES
CUSTOM SOLUTIONS
& DESIGNS

ELKHART & SOUTH BEND

Straight Talk. Sound Advice.

1stsource.com  |  Member FDIC

Insurance products and annuities are not insured by the FDIC; are not 
deposits or obligations of, or guaranteed by 1st Source Bank; and may involve 
investment risk, including loss of value. 1st Source Insurance, Inc. is a wholly 

owned affiliate of 1st Source Bank.

Commandment #5



— Barker Kids of the Week —

Kids of the Week
Want your kid to be a Barker Kid of the Week?  Mail (or 
drop off) your photo (with a SASE if you want it back) to 

Birch Barker, 63174 Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095 or email  
Sailorphil@PhilVitale.com or Onlinebarker@gmail.com

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville

on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

Welcome to Jaywalker
WWhheetthheerr iitt''ss aa ffoorrmmaall ddiinnnneerr oorr ssiimmppllyy hhaannggiinngg oouutt wwiitthh

ffrriieennddss,, wwee mmaakkee iitt oouurr mmiissssiioonn ttoo pprroovviiddee oouurr ccuussttoommeerrss wwiitthh
aa ggrreeaatt ddiinniinngg eexxppeerriieennccee aatt aann aaffffoorrddaabbllee pprriiccee.. 

SSttoopp iinn aannyyttiimmee,, oorr ggiivvee uuss aa ccaallll ttoo mmaakkee rreesseerrvvaattiioonnss..

Daily
Specials

Happy Hour
Tues-Fri

Closed
Mondays

Call for
reservationsConveniently located close to Birch Lake!

Open for Lunch and Dinner
Located on the beautiful St. Joseph River

10188 US 12, Mottville

Lauren Belle Snider (cove) 6th birthday party with family and friends. Barbie 
was the hit gift of the day.

Thanks to Bill Luecht (east side), who sent 
in the photo of the Alien of the Week (a 

Barker first!)  

Cousins, Henry and James, (grandkids of Matt and Amy Ko-
scielski, cove) enjoying one more summer day at the lake!



This message is brought to you by the Homeowners Association of Birch Lake

— Barker Kids of the Week —

Sue Ann Dufour (east side) checking out the August 19 Barker

Ray Waters (south side) at the Birchacola Bash.

Happy 
Birthday 
(August 

27) to my 
friend and 

former next 
door neigh-

bor Calvin 
King.  

Hope you 
have a 

great day!



Birch Lake Items of Interests

Barker delivery
 The Cassopolis Post Office has con-
tacted us about the Barker being delivered 
in mailboxes, warning us that delivery of 
any items that do not have postage to 
mailboxes is illegal, and that if we continue 
using mail boxes, we will be fined.  
 Some lake residents have told carri-
ers they do not want Barkers piling up in 
doors, as it gives the look of an empty 
home and increases the possibility of a 
break-in. Nonetheless, the delivery team 
has been instructed to NOT deliver in or on 
mailboxes, but to find an alternative.  
 Vic Jones (east side) has placed a 
box in his driveway (see photo) for resi-
dents who haven’t made arrangements for 
deliver to pick up their own Barkers ... 
Many residents have attached a length of 
PVC pipe (see photo above) to their mail-
box stand for delivery. If you would like to 
arrange an alternative place for delivery 
(see photo above of Barker delivery 
option), contact Ron at 476-9317).  If you 
do not wish to have the Barker delivered at 
all, email birchbass1@gmail.com or call 
Ron Niezgodski at 476-9317.  

The Moon this Saturday
(At Midnight, US Central time, viewed from the Birch Lake) 

Illuminated Fraction:  0.794
2.9 days since first quarter
SUNRISE: 07:00:58 AM
SUNSET:  20:26:36 PM

MOONRISE:  17:44:26 PM
MOONSET: 01:09:43 AM

DAYLIGHT HOURS: 13 Hr 25 Min 38 Sec

This beautiful poster is on sale this summer for $25 while supplies last. It 
measures approximately 23” X 35″, and would be a great addition to your 
home. The proceeds will be used for needed improvements to the yacht 
club building. Posters may be purchased through Becky Wiseman, 14910 
Birch Lakeshore Drive (south side) on Saturday and Sunday from 11 am 
to 1 pm.  Make checks payable to BLYC. 

Editor’s note: The poster was produced from a painting by former 
Birch Lake resident and artist Coy Jankowski.

An accounting practice serving 
southwestern Michigan for over 

60 years specializing in 
small business accounting

We offer A free no-obligation discussion about your business 
requirements, competitive pricing,personal account manager, 
corporate & personal tax prep, tax planning/tax representa-
tion, full-service payroll, affordable time keeping solutions, 

financial analysis, pay-as-you-go Workers’ Comp Insurance

Tax planning
Need assistance with your tax planning? Don’t we all! We can 
help you plan for your taxes before your business is even off 

the ground

Bookkeeping/Financial Statement Compilation
Depending on your needs, we can do your bookkeeping for 

you or we can teach you how to accurately keep records

Company Structure
Let us help you decide what the best organization is for you

Federal and State Forms
We’ll help you apply for all the tax IDs and forms you need

Tri-County Bookkeepers & CPAs
2525  Lake Pine Dr., Suite A

Saint Joseph, MI 49085

269-926-2191

© thewordsearch.com

WORD
SEARCH

How many 
of these 

words can 
you find?



Birch Barker Funnies



~Birch Lake Recipes~
Provided Exclusively to the Birch Barker from Mrs. Ima Foodnudge

269-445-8877

NOW IS A GREAT TIME 
TO LIST YOUR HOME!

Birch Lake homes are

SELLING!
CALL

PAUL DELANO

TODAY
269-445-8877 Paul@TheLakeLife.com

LISTINGS NEEDED!

This BBQ ribs recipe 
may be different than 
others you’ve tried, 
but for super tender 

ribs, give it a try! Lean, coun-
try-style pork ribs are boiled in 
seasoned water until tender, 
then finished up in the oven 
under a blanket of your favor-
ite barbecue sauce as they bake 
to perfection. That’s it! Back to 
simplicity, back to country life. 

Prep Time: 5 mins
Cook Time: 1 hr 45 mins  
Total Time: 1 hr 50 mins 

Ingredients:
2 ½ pounds country-style pork 
ribs 2 tablespoons kosher salt  
1 tablespoon garlic powder  
1 teaspoon ground black pep-
per 1 cup barbeque sauce

Directions 
 Place ribs in a large pot 
and cover with water. Stir in 
kosher salt, garlic powder, and 
pepper, and bring water to a 
boil over medium heat. Contin-
ue to boil until ribs are tender, 
40 to 45 minutes. 
 While the ribs are boiling, 
preheat the oven to 325 de-
grees F (165 degrees C). 
 Remove ribs from the pot, 
and place them in a 9x13-inch 
baking dish. Pour barbeque 
sauce over ribs. Cover the bak-
ing dish with aluminum foil. 
 Bake in the preheated oven 
until the internal temperature 
of the pork has reached 160 
degrees F (70 degrees C), 1 to 
11/2 hours. 
 Serve hot and enjoy!

Simple BBQ Ribs



Our third annual grown up 
camp event – also known as 
a gathering of friends – is 
coming up at the end of Sep-

tember! This event is open to anyone 21 
and older – you don’t have to be a Camp 
alum to participate. We hope to keep 
offering this laid-back, fun weekend for 
adults for years to come. Registration is 
open and you can find all the information 
at tannadoonah.org/gathering
 There are three options for partici-
pating: you can sign up for the full week-
end (Friday morning through Sunday 
morning), or just come out for the day on 
Saturday, or join us for dinner and cock-
tails and a fun activity on Saturday eve-
ning. You can choose to stay in a cabin 
at camp, or you can sleep at home if you 
choose. The weekend is very relaxed and 
flexible. You can choose to participate in 
as many planned activities as you like, 
or you can hang out by the campfire and 
spend time with friends.
 On Friday, we will have a continen-
tal breakfast, time to move into cabins 
and walk around camp to see all the 
projects we’ve been working on the past 
few years, and traditional camp activi-
ties like archery, nature hikes, canoeing, 
kayaking, tennis, basketball, and crafts. 
 We will serve lunch and dinner, 
and will have evening pontoon cruises 

around the lake. After dinner there will 
be an evening activity similar to what 
we do with campers during the sum-
mer – but probably no capture the flag! 
After evening activity the past two years, 
many participants chose to hang out by 
the campfire and sing camp songs and 
share stories late into the night.
 Saturday we have a full breakfast, 
followed by more camp activities for the 
morning.  Saturday’s schedule includes 
yoga in Morris Lodge, camp stories 
and history with Miss Toody, and more 
crafts, archery, and boating. Lunch is a 
cookout meal over the campfire – walk-
ing tacos or campfire stew or foil packet 
meals just like we do in the summer with 
campers. 
 In the afternoon on Saturday, foot-
ball fans can hang out in the dining hall 
and watch the ND / Duke game on the 
big screen, take a guided tour of camp, or 
join in more traditional camp activities. 
We will definitely make lanyards and 
decorate wood coasters at least once over 
the weekend! Saturday evening we do 
dinner, cocktails, and an evening pro-
gram after dinner. In the past two years 
we’ve had quite a few people join us just 
for dinner on Saturday night.
 Everyone who attends gets a special 
t-shirt made just for this event! This 
year’s shirt is being designed by two 

former campers / counselors: Miss Yoli 
Roche and her sister Miss Jenny Drze-
wiecki. They’re designing a throw-back 
shirt, reminiscent of a camper shirt from 
the late 80s.  
 We hope we have a great turnout for 
Grown Up Camp 2023! Please join us for 
a fun weekend. Register soon at tanna-
doonah.org/gathering
. 

  ~Mrs. Amber

— Camp Tannadoonah —
Grown up camp 2023



FOR SALE:
For Sale: INVACARE Microair 85 hospital bed. Purchased 
from Alick’s Home Medical five years ago for $3,685. Make an offer.  Call Bud Z 
(East shore) 269-476-2526

For Sale: Walking Chair, new condition, cherry red color.  $50.  Call Bud Z 
(East shore) 269-476-2526

FOR RENT:
Birch Cottage 4 Rent: Three bedroom, one bath with tub and shower, 
lakefront house on Birch Lake. New granite kitchen, new stainless appliances 
with dishwasher, washer and dryer. Nice pier with big platform.  Plenty of parking.  
Possible ski, pontoon, row boat, and sailboats available for rent. Sleeps six in 
beds, room for more.  Contact Pat McGann call/text 574-532-5377.  

Interested in a unique fun vacation? Check out our Florida Village 
house at ourhome4rent.com/cjp Call 574-596-2154 for more info.

SERVICES:
I do sewing and mending at fair prices - zippers, hemming, small alter-
ations; call Kathy at 476-9317

WANTED 
Anyone selling a jet ski trailer?  Please text or call Megan Caplis at 773-343-
4056

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.
VOTED NILES
BUSINESS OF

THE YEAR! Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year! 

2400 N 5th ● Niles, MI
269-687-7192 Niles, MI

866-751-1470 Toll Free

After Hours
Emergency
Service

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
● Licensed Plumbers 
● Drug-Free Employees 
● Criminal Background Checked Employees 
● No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done 
● 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
● True 24-Hour Emergency Service 
● Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”
● Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms 
● Longest Warranties in the Business    
● Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee 

During Business Hours

● Bonus  — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

wwwwwwaaddvvaannttaaggeepplluummbbiinnggiinncc..nneett

Major Credit Cards Accepted

®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

Classified Advertising 
Classified ads in the Barker are free to BLYC 
members, $5/week for everyone else.   Send 

your ad to onlinebarker@gmail.com or sailor-
phil@philvitale.com.  



BLYC OFFICERS 
Deb Hall (C) ...........................................Commodore
219-765-8691 .................debbershall@gmail.com
Sue Davis ............................Vice Commodore
574-993-6031 .......................eyesnd76@gmail.com
Deb Spratt (N) ...........................Treasurer (N)
.............................................debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck, Secretary (W) ......................
708-220-1506 ............. mcsheffieck@gmail.com
Steve Frew, Fleet Captain (E) ..... 708-285-2999

stephenbfrew@gmail.com

BLYC Directors 
Angela Bergan (E) .............................561-603-5522

berganfsu@aol.com
Dave Carroll (W) ................................574-850-8359

carrolldavid39@gmail.com
Barb Cassady (E) ...............................574-229-9815

barbcassady49@gmail.com 

Ed Chester (E) ........................................... 476-1010
ed@chesterlawoffice.com

Karen Curtis-Miller (E) .......................574-261-6712 
krcurtismiller@gmail.com

Bernie Garceau ......................................... 476-9862
bgarceau@norcoind.com

P. Com. Pat McGann (E) ...................574-532-5377
pat@mcgannhay.com

Laura Pence (E) ....................lpence3@gmail.com
Sarah Petty (N) ...................................574-274-9202

sarahkpetty@gmail.com
Claudia Phipps (N) ....................................i476-7073

claudia2154@gmail.com 
Vickie Rogers (C) ......................................476-2383

tvrogers@frontier.com
Rick Russwurm (N) ...................................476-2407

paramountp@aol.com
Scott Troeger (E) .......................................476-9898

scott.troeger@btlaw.com

Phil Vitale (E) ...........................................476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com

or onlinebarker@gmail.com
Sandy Vitale (E) ........................................ 476-1680

sv6102@gmail.com
Dan Waxman (E), ....................................317-506-1680

DWaxman@versiti.org
Denny Weesner (S) ...........................219-765-8602

dkwees@cs.com 
Sue Williams (S) ........................................476-8886

smwilliams226@gmail.com

OTHER ATTENDEES
Paul Fallon (E) .................. Chairman, Water Quality
476-1467 .......................pauljfallon49@gmail.com
Blair Garceau (E) .............Chairman, Homeowners 
476-9862 ................................blairgarceau@gmail.com

2023 BLYC OFFICERS & DIRECTORS2023 BLYC OFFICERS & DIRECTORS

$____  -  BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

$____  -  BLYC Associate Member* Dues  ($10 / year)
*Associate membership is available to current associate members 

and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BLYC

$____  -  WATER QUALITY/INVASIVE SPECIES

$____  -  FIREWORKS FUND

$____  -  Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

$____  -  Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

$____  -  Building Improvement Fund

$____  -  Safety Committee

$____  -  Other non-party related expenses

$____  -  BLYC Roof Fund

$____  -  BLYC AED Fund

$____  -  Misc.

TOTAL CONTRIBUTION:
$__________________

Name_________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Make checks payable to
BLYC

 and mail to Deb Spratt, Treasurer
18100 Farmington Hills Dr.

South Bend, IN 46637

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
PAY YOURPAY YOUR

DUES NOW!DUES NOW!
Support the BLYC, support our Lake, support our Community!

 Now you can go online at HTTP://BIRCHLAKEYACHTCLUB.COM to pay your dues 

DON’T POWER LOAD!
Special thanks to Mr. Bob (King, north shore) for making 
and installing the “No Power Loading” sign on the back 
of the safety sign at the Birch Lake Landing! Hopefully 

all “homeys” and at least some of the “drop-ins” will get 
the message and STOP POWER LOADING!

This message is brought to you by the Homeowners Association of Birch Lake

HOW TO BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR



This message is brought to you by the Homeowners Association of Birch Lake



Flexshade Motorized Zip System ScreensFlexshade Motorized Zip System Screens


